
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



172 William and Mary Quarterly 



THE VIRGINIA FARMER. 

Communicated by Alfred J. Morrison, Ph. D., Hampden 
Sidney, Va. 

The first number of Edmund Ruffin's Farmers' Register ap- 
peared in June, 1833, — 'Vol. I., Richmond, June, 1833. No. 1. 
Edmund Ruffin, Editor and Proprietor. — $5 per annum — T. W. 
White, Printer.' In the second number of the Register, p. 93, 
there was printed an extract from the Richmond Enquirer, under 
the title, "Agriculture of Virginia," signed "A Buckingham 
Farmer," and dated June 8 th , 1833. This contributor says, "I 
will take the liberty of adverting to one fact — that is, the exist- 
ence of one agricultural paper in Scottsville, Albemarle County,." 

The agricutural paper published at Scottsville was the "Vir- 
ginia Farmer," owned and edited by Theodorick McRobert. Jan. 
25, 1833, Mr. McRobert gave a deed of trust to John Hartman, 
on 2-3 of a lot in Scottsville, bought of Peyton Harrison, and 
the printing press, &c, for the "Virginia Farmer." [Prince 
Edward County Deed Books, Vol. XXL, p. 122.] 

That Mr. McRobert's journal was meant to be a thorough- 
going farm journal may be seen by reference to the Farmers' 
Register, Vol. I., p. 337, where the letter quoted below is pub- 
lished : 

"Liberty, Bedford, Va., 7 th Sept., 1833. 

To Theodorick McRobert, Esq., 

Editor of the Virginia Farmer. 
Dear Sir, — The postmaster at this place has placed in my 
hands a printed circular received by him some months ago from 
you, requesting information respecting the present state of agri- 
culture, &c, and respecting the soil — the kind of soils — capacity 
for improvement — the kind of crops cultivated — the progress of 
improvement in agriculture generally, &c, &c. And the post 
master has requested me to write you, giving the desired informa- 
tion *****" 
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This Virginia Farmer may have been established as early as 
1829. Any copy of it, from which the information could be had 
as to its tenure of life, would be a great curiosity. The editor, 
Theodoric McRobert, was not a successful man. He was born in 
Prince Edward County, and died there before 1890 at a rather 
advanced age. He was the grandson of Archibald McRobert, the 
last minister of St. Patrick's Parish, Prince Edward County, 
who had come from Scotland, and was first settled in Dale Parish, 
Chesterfield County. It is supposed that Archibald McRobert was 
a graduate of the University of Edinburgh. He was a charter 
trustee of Hampden Sidney College, and for a good many years 
before his death in 1807 was usually the presiding officer of the 
Board of Trustees of that college. 



WILL OF LADY REBECCA GOOCH, WIDOW OF SIR 
WILLIAM GOOCH. 

Communicated by E. Alfred Jones, London. 

(Extracted from the Principal Registry of the Probate Divorce 

and Admiralty Division of the High Court of Justice. 

In the Prerogative Court of Canterbury.) 

I, Dame Rebecca Gooch of Hampton in Middlesex widow 
do make publish and declare this my last will and testament in 
manner following I steadfastly believe and hope that God Al- 
mighty through his great mercy and the merits of my blessed 
Saviour will pardon all my sins and failings and receive my Soul 
as to to my poor body w th Mr. Wood of Littletons leave I would 
have it laid in Cobham Chancel by my Father Mother and sister 
I would be buried in linnen and my wedding ring on my Finger. 
A plain black cloth outside coffin with black plates and nails 
and a very good Elm one within unless I die at so great a dis- 
tance they are obliged to put me in lead I would have a velvet 
hearse with six horses and two coaches and six no Pall bearers 



